State of California
Department of Rehabilitation
Voice Options Program
Request for Applications (RFA) #G26-VOP-01
Notice of Intent to Award

DATE: April 20, 2026

The California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) intends to award grants, under the authority of California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and Public Utilities (PU) Code section 2881, to the following organizations for the period of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2029 (with the potential to amend for two additional one-year periods).

A total of 20 applications were received by the submission deadline. Of the 20 total submissions, ten (10) applications successfully completed the Administrative Review and moved on to scoring by the Evaluation Panel. Of the ten (10) applications scored by the Evaluation Panel, eight (8) applications met the 75-point minimum to receive a grant award. 
The remaining two (2) applicants that passed the Administrative Review and scored by the Evaluation Panel did not score the minimum 75 points to be awarded a grant:
1. Community Resources for Independent Living (CRIL)
2. First Expressions SLP (FE)

Each of the eight (8) successful awardees will receive allocations for funding consistent with the information published in the RFA, determined based on funding amounts requested, regions applied for, and final application scoring, with annual Program funds not to exceed:
· $3,150,000 for July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027
· $3,150,000 for July 1, 2027, through June 30, 2028 
· $3,150,000 for July 1, 2028, through June 30, 2029 



Voice Options Program Grant Awardees

1. Central Coast Center for Independent Living (CCCIL) serving:
a. Region 5 – Central Coast: Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, and Ventura County. 
2. Communication Service for the Deaf (CSD) serving:
a. Region 6 – Southern San Joaquin Valley: Fresno, Inyo, Kern, Kings, and Tulare County.
b. Region 7 – Inland Empire: Riverside and San Bernardino County.
c. Region 8 – Los Angeles County: Los Angeles County.
3. Family Support Network (FSN) serving:
a. Region 9 – Orange County: Orange County.
4. FREED serving Nevada County.
a. 1 – Superior California: Butte, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Sutter, Tehama, Yolo, and Yuba County.
5. Goodwill Industries of Orange County serving:
a. Region 9 – Orange County: Orange County. 
6. North Star SLP serving:
a. Region 1 – Superior California: Butte, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Sutter, Tehama, Yolo, and Yuba County.
b. Region 2 – North Coast: Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, and Trinity County.
c. Region 3 – San Francisco Bay Area: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara County
d. Region 4 – Northern San Joaquin Valley: Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tuolumne, and Sacramento County.
e. Region 5 – Central Coast: Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, and Ventura County. 
f. Region 6 – Southern San Joaquin Valley: Fresno, Inyo, Kern, Kings, and Tulare County.
g. Region 7 – Inland Empire: Riverside and San Bernardino County.
h. Region 8 – Los Angeles County: Los Angeles County.
i. Region 10 – San Diego–Imperial: Imperial and San Diego County
7. RL Speech Therapy serving:
a. Region 2 – North Coast: Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, and Trinity County.
b. Region 4 – Northern San Joaquin Valley: Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tuolumne, and Sacramento County.
c. Region 10 – San Diego–Imperial: Imperial and San Diego County
8. Silicon Valley Independent Living Center (SVILC) serving:
a. Region 3 – San Francisco Bay Area: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara County.


Notes on Application Review

1. The scoring for the ten (10) applications passing the Administrative Review was performed by a three-person Evaluation Panel. Evaluators have experience with assistive technology, device procurement, program administration, contracts/grants management, working with individuals with speech-related disabilities, financing, or budgets.

2. As published in the RFA, a minimum score of 75 is required for funding. All eight awardees received a minimum score of 75 or higher.

3. Additional reviews performed by Executive Leadership and an independent auditor to ensure accuracy, completion, fairness, and state-wide coverage.

4. The DOR’s website at https://www.dor.ca.gov/Home/PublicRecordsRequests contains guidelines for requesting public records.

5. For further information, please contact the DOR Contracts and Procurement Section via email at: grants@dor.ca.gov.


Appeals
Applicants have 30 days to request a review of the funding decisions, in accordance with California Code of Regulations, Title 9, Section 7334 (d) and Section 8 of the RFA. Consequently, the funding is not guaranteed until there has been a final determination of any such appeals. Appeals should be sent to: contractsinfo@dor.ca.gov.  
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