State of California
Health and Human Services Agency
Department of Rehabilitation
DHHAC meeting notes
Friday, 12/12/2025
DOR Central Office, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 301, Sacramento, CA 95814, with virtual participation via Zoom.
In-attendance:
DHHAC Members (in-person): Callie Frye, Lisa Gonzales
DHHAC Members (virtual): Liann Osborne, Ken Datugan, Trina Licht, Tara Groswird, Ted Horton-Billard III, Hugh Lafler, Solomon Yigzaw, Jerry Cardoso
DOR staff (in-person): Craig Rubenstein, Kimberly Nguyen, Jennifer Wilbon 
ASL captioner(s)/interpreters(s) in-person: Jordan Lopez, Jerry Leeman
ASL captioner(s)/interpreter(s) (virtual): Tiffany Jones, Andy Sacia, Cindy Bender, Dani DeAndrea-Lazarus, Julie Lawson
Public Members (virtual): Jermaine Bantogay, Angelica Martinez, Steven Rash, David Evans

Item 1: Welcome and Introductions 
Callie Frye (DHHAC Chair) reviewed DHHAC rules. Callie welcomed attendees, conducted roll call, and established a quorum. 

Item 2: Introductions of DOR staff and members of the public

Item 3: Update Regarding September 12, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Motion: Trina Licht moved a motion to approve the September 12, 2025, meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Lianne Osborne.
Vote: Jerry, yes. Hugh, yes. Ted, yes. Tara, yes. Callie, yes. Liann, yes. Trina, yes. Solomon, yes. The motion passed.

Item 4: DOR DHHS Section Report
Craig Rubenstein, DOR Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Program Manager, provided up-to-date program report to ensure the dissemination of current information and news.

Department comments and questions
· Reviewed staff vacancies 
· Expecting to fill staff vacancies by spring 2026
· SB105 announcements, will send information to members

[bookmark: _Hlk56687544]Item 5: Election of Officers
Callie Frye, DHHAC Chair, reviewed nominees for chair and vice-chair

Nomination: Ken Datugan for the chair position. 

Vote: Ted, yes. Liann, yes. Hugh, yes. Lisa, yes. Trina, yes. Tara, yes. Solomon, yes. Ken, yes. Callie, yes. 

Nomination: Trina Licht for the chair position. 

Vote: Jerry, yes.

Nomination: Trina Licht for the vice-chair position. 
[bookmark: _Hlk157760421]
Vote: Ted, yes. Ken, yes. Hugh, yes. Trina, yes. Lisa, yes. Solomon, yes. Jerry, yes. Tara, yes. Callie, yes.

Ken Datugan will be the new DHHAC chair
Trina Licht will be the new DHHAC vice chair

Item 6: Department of Rehabilitation Overview – D/HH Services
Monica MacNicholl, DOR Laguna Creek Branch, Team Manager, provided overview/PowerPoint presentation of DOR Services including the application process, Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE) basics, and roles of consumers and counselors. 










Department comments and questions
· Shared how many benefit counselors there are within the department
· The department has a pilot program that focuses specifically on IT for the deaf and hard of hearing program
· Discussed partnerships between school districts and the department
· Counselors guide consumers and teach them how to find employment
· ASL and YouTube videos available on DOR website which explain DOR processes
· Explained TPP Program (Transition Program) for students and how the department works with schools
· Counselors respond to consumers within 2-weeks
  
Committee members comments and questions
· Questions about benefits counseling
· Questions about consumer rights and looking for work
· Questions about employment opportunities in the tech industry
· Questions about high school students who have graduated or will graduate
· What is the timeframe for a counselor to respond to a consumer

Public comments and questions
· RIT/Rochester Institute of Technology in NY, will sponsor a summer camp for deaf and hard of hearing students (ages 16-20). Held at Fresno State, June 2026. Students sign up through DOR

Item 7: Member Spotlight
[bookmark: _Hlk169188075]DHHAC Member, Lisa Gonzales, shared presentation, Department of Developmental Services roadmap for Deaf Plus individuals.

Item 8: Accessibility in Emergecy Preparedness
DHHAC member, Tara Groswird, gave an overview of accessibiity in emergency preparedness for the D/HH community. Tara is
working with OES regarding climate disasters and working on emergency workshops and recordings as it pertains emergency preparedness.

Committee members comments and questions 
· Suggested looking at California Connect website which has a communication service and weather alerting system
· Asked how deaf individuals can prepare for climate disasters
· Would like to know if the agency Tara works for will be creating training videos as it pertains to emergency preparedness

Item 9: Identification of Future Agenda Items 
Callie Frye, DHHAC Chair
Discussion with committee members and public participants to identify future meeting agenda items and logistics.

Committee members comments and questions
· Would like to discuss if DHHAC meeting should be from 9am – 4pm or keep meeting at 9am – 12pm
· Would like to learn about the vendorization process for DOR
· Workforce development discussion
· DHHAC retreat
· Member orientation
· Gallery view during Zoom recording 


Adjourn (12:00 p.m.)









