California Traumatic Brain injury (TBI) Advisory Board
Advisory Board Subcommittee Meetings
Meeting Minutes 

August 20, 2026
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Opening:
The regular meeting for the California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Advisory Board Subcommittees was called to order at 2:05 am, August 20, 2026, by Dan Clark via virtual meeting.
 

Public Policy and Funding Committee (PPFC)
The meeting began at 2:05 p.m. and quorum was met. 
 
Members Present:
· Dr. Katie Shinoda (Lead)
· Dan Clark
· Kristie Warren 

Members not Present:
· Michael Roscoe

DOR Staff Present:
· Maria Aliferis-Gjerde
· Sarah Harris 
· Peter Saechao

Public Present:
· Vince Martinez, Board Member.
· Brenda Plechaty, TBI Caregiver.
· Georgina Alvarez, Central Coast Center for Independent Living.
· Heather Matty, Information and Resource Specialist, Brain Injury Association of America.
· Carolyn Nava,  Co-Director, Disability Action Center.
· Roslyn Knox, Executive Director, San Diego Brain Injury Foundation.
· Gabby Chambers, Program Director, Jodi House.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
· Meeting minutes was moved to the next subcommittee meeting.

Committee Comments: None
Public Comments: None

Committee Projects:

A. Discussion on recommendations for future TBI grant cycle.
This meeting’s main discussion was on recommendations for the state funds that DOR will give to TBI sites in the new grant cycle. Some highlights include the following:
· The committee discussed the recent ACL grant submission.
· The meeting was a workshop discussion about next year's funding cycle for brain injury program site funding.
· The committee considered either a competitive rebid that could reduce the number of funded sites or extend current contracts at reduced funding levels.
· Members raised concerns about maintaining service quality and consistency with reduced funding.

Public comment: 
· Site representatives, including Carolyn Nava and Katie Shinoda, expressed concerns about maintaining adequate service quality at the lower funding level.
· Heather Matty raised concerns about inconsistent service quality and responsiveness among different sites.
· Participants emphasized the need for community members and TBI programs to communicate with legislators about increased funding and potential legislative changes to the program.

Adjournment
Dan Clark motioned to adjourn, and Kristie Warren seconded. The meeting ended at 3:18 pm.

