California Traumatic Brain injury (TBI) Advisory Board
Advisory Board Sub-Committee Meetings
Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2026
8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Opening:
The regular meeting for the California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Advisory Board Sub-Committees was called to order at 8:45 am, April 9, 2026, by Dr. Daniel Ignacio via virtual meeting.
 
Data Analytics Committee (DAC) 

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 a.m. by Dr. Daniel Ignacio. Quorum was met.
 
Members Present:
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio 
· Todd Higgins
· Ryan Johnson (Lead)
· Dr. Katie Shinoda

Members not Present:
· Esther Staufer
DOR Staff Present:
· Peter Saechao

Public Present:
· Brenda Plechaty, TBI Caregiver
· Dan Clark, Board member
· Jon Oswell, Public

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
· Motion to approve March 12, 2026, meeting minutes were made by Todd Higgins and Ryan Johnson second. Members Ignacio, Higgins, Johnson, and Shinoda voted to approve.

Committee Projects:

A.	CalSpeaks Manuscript 
The CalSpeaks manuscript outline’s introduction, focusing on four main sections: TBI public health history, prevalence research, community perceptions, and long-term epidemiology. Members received an update on the manuscript.

B.	Needs Assessment and Grant Planning
The group discussed ongoing needs assessment interviews being conducted with San Diego State University, with participants sharing their experiences conducting interviews and planning to encourage more community members to participate. The discussion concluded with updates about an upcoming ACL grant application.

C.	Informational update on Social Security Administration & TBI Disability Evaluations Chapters
The Committee received updates about the Social Security Administration and TBI Disability Evaluations.
· The lead provided an update on Dr. Daniel Ignacios’ work with the Social Security Administration on TBI disability evaluations.

Action Items:
· DAC members are to review the 2025 year end legislative report. Committee members are asked to help identify what will CBHPC approve and what wont they approve.

· Members are encouraged to try to attend any of the upcoming meetings for the California Behavioral health planning council (CBHPC).

Public comments: None
 
Adjournment
Todd Higgins motioned to adjourn; Ryan Johnson seconded. The meeting ended at 10:11 am.


Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC)
Cancelled


Public Policy and Funding Committee (PPFC)
The meeting began at 2:07 p.m. by Dr. Katie Shinoda. Quorum was not met. 
 
Members Present:
· Dr. Katie Shinoda (Lead)
· Dan Clark

Members not Present:
· Michael Roscoe
· Kristie Warren 

DOR Staff Present:
· Peter Saechao

Public Present:
· Brenda Plechaty, TBI Caregiver
· Jon Oswell, Public

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
· Motion to approve March 12, 2026, meeting minutes was not made due to quorum.

Committee Comments: None
Public Comments: None

Committee Projects:

A. Discussion on pediatric TBI and Return to Learn
The committee discussed recent awareness presentations on traumatic brain injury (TBI) and support for children in schools. Some highlights include the following:
· The group discussed support for children with pediatric TBI and their return to school.
· The committee agreed to keep this topic on their agenda and consider making introductions to interested parties, while being mindful not to overextend their reach.

B. Discussion on the upcoming Department of Healthcare Services (DHCS) waiver presentation.
The group discussed preparing questions and topics for the Department of Healthcare Services (DHCS) regarding support for people with traumatic brain injuries. Some highlights include the following:
· Members highlighted disparities in waiver access for people with traumatic brain injuries compared to those with developmental disabilities, particularly noting gaps in return-to-work programs.
· The group identified the need to understand DHCS's long-term plans for redeveloping waivers into more universal programs and ensure proper support for their population.
· The group highlighted the importance of maintaining TBI as a chronic condition on patient problem lists and ensuring caregivers are recognized.

C. ACL Grant Progress and Planning review
The committee focused on reviewing the progress and future plans for the ACL grant. Some highlights include the following:
· The committee discussed the current achievements the board has made in the current grant cycle.
· The committee discussed sustainable funding efforts, including exploring Medicaid administrative claiming and waivers, as well as collaboration with the Department of Healthcare Services.
· Members suggested focusing on employment and vocational rehabilitation in the next grant cycle, an area that has not been fully addressed.

Public comment: None

Action Items:
· Members will continue discussing the types of questions the committee would like to ask during the DHCS presentation on July 20th.
· Members will continue the conversation about possible areas of focus for the next grant cycle.

Adjournment
Dan Clark motioned to adjourn, and Dr. Katie Shinoda seconded. The meeting ended at 3:35 pm.






