California Traumatic Brain injury (TBI) Advisory Board
Advisory Board Meetings 
Meeting Minutes

Monday, April 20, 2026
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

1. Call to Order
The regular meeting for the California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Advisory Board Meeting called to order by Theresa Woo, Chair, at 9:12 a.m.

2. Welcome and Introductions 
[bookmark: _Hlk516669033]Theresa Woo, Chair, led introductions.

Board Members Present: 
· Dan Clark 
· Dr. Henry Huie
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio
· Erin Johnson 
· Ryan Johnson
· Vince Martinez
· Michael Roscoe
· Dr. Katie Shinoda (Vice-Chair)
· Esther Stauffer
· Kristie Warren
· Theresa Woo (Chair)
· Dr. Vivian Harvey

Board members not present:
· Todd Higgins

Members of the Public:
· Brenda Plechaty, Traumatic Injury Caregivers Support Group
· Vanessa Ortega,  St Jude brain Injury network
· Kaitlin Valencia, St Jude brain Injury network
· Tanya Thee, Retired TBI Staff

Department of Rehabilitation Staff: 
· LaCandice Ochoa, Deputy Director of Independent Living and Community Access Division
· Maria Aliferis-Gjerde, California Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities (CCEPD) Executive Officer
· Sarah Harris, Independent Living and Assistive Technology Executive Officer 
· Peter Saechao, TBI Board Liaison 
· Kritika Devi, ILCAD staff

3. Housekeeping
Peter Saechao, DOR TBI Board Liaison, reviewed housekeeping items.

4. Public Comment
There were no public comments

5. Board Internal Business
Theresa Woo, Chair, asked for comments regarding the January 26, 2026, TBI Board Meeting Minutes.  

[bookmark: _Hlk179986710]Meeting Minutes for January 26, 2026, were approved. Announcements included:
· Announcement of retirement of DOR Staff Tanya Thee.
· Review of current state plan and progress of the board.
· Upcoming Chair and Vice-Chair elections in July.
· SDSU Needs Assessment updates

Board Comments – None
Public Comments – None

6. Subcommittee Reports 
The following subcommittee committees reported on their individual projects and progress:

Data Analytics Committee (DAC)
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio (Lead)
Dr. Daniel Ignacio provided an update on the DAC's projects: The needs assessment, brain injury research updates, and publication manuscript.
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio presented their ongoing projects, focusing on a second needs assessment to be conducted by San Diego State and an analysis of CalSpeaks data.
· The publication manuscript is in the final stages of review and will be published soon.
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio discussed the  link between brain injury severity and justice system involvement, showing a significant increase in risk with more severe injuries. 

Public Policy and Funding Committee (PPFC)
· Dr. Katie Shinoda (Lead)
Dr. Katie Shinoda provided an update on the PPFC's projects: sustainable funding, upcoming grant, and Medicaid Waiver. 
· The Board highlighting the need to streamline the TBI state plan to focus on specific, actionable goals aligned with the ACL grant timeframe
· The committee also discussed the possibility of working with the Department of Health Care Services to submit an application for a new TBI waiver in July 2028.
· The group planned to gather input on questions for an upcoming presentation from the Department of Healthcare Services at their July meeting.

Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC)
· Erin Johinson (Lead)
Erin Johnson presented the current updates on the outreach for the TBI 101 slide presentation, discussing objectives of presentation such as introducing people to TBI, raising awareness, and introducing community resources.
· The Committee discussed plans for presentations to organizations and collaboration with the LMS team on training for DOR employees.

Brain Injury Survivor Committee (BISC)
· Todd Higgins (Lead) – Not present
Peter Saechao reported on the Brain Injury Survivor Committee work.
· Discussed the need to align the mission statement with their work.
· Update focused on increasing public outreach and engagement with TBI survivors.

7. DOR updates 
LaCandice Ochoa, Deputy Director, provided updated on DOR. Some of the key highlights are listed below:
· Gave an update on an anticipated lapse in federal funding. The ACL grant has not been released as of the date of April meeting.
· A confirmation was made that San Diego State needs assessment will continue and remain funded by the grant.
· Board travel will only be reimbursed for the Chair and Vice-Chair at quarterly meetings.

8.	San Diego State University (SDSU) Needs Assessment update:
The assessment identified key gaps in access to long‑term support, rehabilitation resources, and community‑based services, providing data-driven insights to inform policy, funding priorities, and the ongoing work of California’s TBI program, and some of the key highlights from their presentation are listed below:
· SDSU provided an update on the San Diego State Needs Assessment project, reporting that 66 names have been identified for interviews across 12 TBI sites, with 32 interviews completed including 15 with survivors, 4 with caregivers, and 16 with staff. 
· The team has developed three surveys (for survivors, caregivers, and TBI professionals) in both English and Spanish, which have been formatted in Qualtrics and are currently being tested for administration.
· The primary distribution strategy for the surveys will involve TBI sites using their email listservs, with potential expansion to include other state agencies connected to traumatic brain injury.

8. Summary and Action Items	
Peter Saechao referenced the next board meeting will be July 20, 2026.  Presentations and action items will be sent shortly after the end of the meeting. Meeting minutes will be sent out by July 1st.
· With the upcoming new grant cycle, please send any comments you would like included to Dr. Katie Shinoda.
· Please share any questions you would like to address during the upcoming DHCS presentation in July.
· If you are interested in serving as Chair or Vice- Chair, please let Peter Saechao know.

Board Comments - None
Public Comments – None

9. Public Comments
There were no public comments.

10. Adjournment	
Theresa Woo adjourned meeting at 1:50 pm.
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