California Traumatic Brain injury (TBI) Advisory Board
Advisory Board Sub-Committee Meetings
Meeting Minutes 

February 12, 2026
8:30 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.

Opening:
The regular meeting for the California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Advisory Board Sub-Committees was called to order at 8:35 am, February 12, 2026, by Dr. Daniel Ignacio via virtual meeting.
 
Data Analytics Committee (DAC) and Public Policy and Funding Committee (PPFC)

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Dr. Daniel Ignacio and Dr. Katie Shinoda. Quorum was met. The DAC and PPFC committees met together for this meeting.
 
Members Present:
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio (Lead)
· Dr. Katie Shinoda (Lead)
· Dan Clark
· Todd Higgins
· Ryan Johnson
· Michael Roscoe
· Esther Stauffer
· Kristie Warren 

Members not Present:
· None
DOR Staff Present:
· Maria Aliferis-Gjerde 
· Sarah Harris 
· Peter Saechao
· Kritika Devi

Public Present:
· Brenda Plechaty, TBI Caregiver
· Elisabeth D’Angelo, Speech-Language Pathologist
· Kelly Poppas, TBI Survivor 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
· Motion to approve January 8, 2026, meeting minutes was made by Ryan Johnson and Esther Stauffer second. Members, Ignacio, Shinoda, Clark, Johnson, Roscoe, Stauffer, and Warren voted to approve.
· Motion to approve September 11, 2025, meeting minutes was made by Dan Clark and Kristie Warren second. Members Shinoda, Clark, Roscoe, and Warren voted to approve. 
· Motion to approve October 09, 2025, meeting minutes was made by Ryan Johnson and second by Dr. Katie Shinoda. Members Ignacio, Johnson, Shinoda, and Stauffer voted to approve. 

Committee Business:
The meeting brought together members of the Data Analytics Committee and the Public Policy and Funding Committee to discuss overlapping projects identified in the state plan.

Committee Projects:

A. Dr. David Kracke presentation 
Dr. David Kracke presented on the importance of temporary accommodations for students recovering from brain injuries and discussed the development of the Immediate Temporary Accommodation Plan (ITAP) in Oregon. 

B.	CalSpeaks Manuscript 
Members received an update on the manuscript. The CalSpeaks manuscript outlines introduction, focusing on four main sections: TBI public health history, prevalence research, community perceptions, and long-term epidemiology. 

C.	Medicaid Waivers and ACL Grant Planning 
The Committee discussed waivers and a federal grant from the Administration for Community Living (ACL). Some highlights include the following:
· Members identified Behavioral Health Planning Council, to discuss potential collaboration on Medicaid waivers.
· The committee discussed the need to update language in grant proposals to avoid elimination due to modifiers.
· Members emphasizing the importance of building capacity for the TBI program statewide and utilizing the state plan as a guiding document.

B. TBI Needs Assessment
Updates on the progress and current state of the Needs Assessment. Some highlights include the following:
· San Diego State University (SDSU) presented plans for a new needs assessment, which will involve qualitative interviews with TBI site staff, family caregivers, and survivors, as well as quantitative surveys for healthcare professionals, caregivers, and survivors.
· SDSU presented deadlines and survey questions to members. 

Action Items:
· PPFC members will attend DAC meeting at 8:30am on March 12, 2026 and DAC members will attend PPFC meeting at 2:00pm on March 12, 2026.

Committee comments: None
Public comments: None
 
Adjournment
Dr. Katie Shinoda motioned to adjourn; Dan Clark seconded. The meeting ended at 10:43 am.

Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC)
The meeting began at 11:05 a.m. by Erin Johnson. Quorum was met. 
 
Members Present:
· Erin Johnson (Lead)
· Dr. Vivian Harvey 
· Dr. Henry Huie 
· Vince Martinez 
· Theresa Woo 

Members not Present:
· None

DOR Staff Present:
· Maria Aliferis-Gjerde 
· Sarah Harris
· Peter Saechao
· Kritika Devi

Public Present:
· Brenda Plechaty, TBI Caregiver
· Dan Clark, Board Member 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
· Motion to approve January 8, 2026, meeting minutes was made by Dr. Henry Huie and Theresa Woo second. Members, Huie, Martinez, and Woo voted to approve.
· Motion to approve September 11, 2025, meeting minutes was made by Theresa Woo and Vivian Harvey second. Members Harvey, Huie, Martinez, and Woo voted to approve. 

Committee Comments: None
Public Comments: None

Committee Business

EPOC new lead introduction 
Erin Johnson was introduced as the new committee lead, succeeding Vivian Harvey, and shared her background.

Committee Projects:

A. Discussion on TBI 101 feedback questions.
The committee reviewed and discussed the TBI 101 feedback questions. Some highlights include the following:
· The committee discussed revisions to a survey following a TBI presentation, focusing on improving question wording to maintain a positive tone and avoid making assumptions about audience knowledge.
· The committee decided to combine questions about additional training topics, focusing specifically on TBI-related content that the organization could provide.

B. Discussion on TBI 101 outreach list and committee discussion
The committee reviewed and expanded the TBI 101 outreach list,  committee goals and work discussion. Some highlights include the following:
· The committee discussed collaborating with various organizations, including those focused on aging, behavioral health, homelessness, and women's empowerment.
· The committee identified the need to enhance the visibility and usability of the TBI resource page on the state's website.
· The committee considers gathering feedback on TBI 101 content, exploring further partnerships, and attending upcoming meetings to discuss advocacy training for survivors.

Public comment: None

Action Items:
· Erin Johnson will draft revised feedback questions and send them to DOR.
· DOR will distribute and facilitate all feedback to finalize the TBI questions.
· Members will continue identifying contacts for TBI 101 and future partnerships.
· Members should send any additional contact information to Peter for compilation and TBI 101 distribution.

Committee comments: None
Public comments: None
 
Adjournment
Erin Johnson motioned to adjourn. The meeting ended at 12:25 am.






