California Traumatic Brain injury (TBI) Advisory Board
Advisory Board Meetings 
Meeting Minutes

Monday, January 26, 2026
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

1. Call to Order
The regular meeting for the California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Advisory Board Meeting called to order by Theresa Woo, Chair, at 9:05 a.m.

2. Welcome and Introductions 
[bookmark: _Hlk516669033]Theresa Woo, Chair, lead introductions.

Board Members Present: 
· Dan Clark 
· Dr. Henry Huie
· Todd Higgins
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio
· Erin Johnson 
· Ryan Johnson
· Vince Martinez
· Michael Roscoe
· Dr. Katie Shinoda (Vice-Chair)
· Esther Stauffer
· Kristie Warren
· Theresa Woo (Chair)
· Dr. Vivian Harvey

Board members not present:
· None

Members of the Public:
· Brenda Plechaty, Traumatic Injury Caregivers Support Group

Department of Rehabilitation Staff: 
· LaCandice Ochoa, Deputy Director of Independent Living and Community Access Division
· Maria Aliferis-Gjerde, California Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities (CCEPD) Executive Officer
· Peter Saechao, TBI Board Liaison 
· Kritika Devi, ILCAD staff

3. Housekeeping
Peter Saechao, DOR TBI Board Liaison, reviewed housekeeping items.

4. Public Comment
There were no public comments

5. Board Internal Business
Theresa Woo, Chair, asked for comments regarding the October 20, 2025, TBI Board Meeting Minutes.  

[bookmark: _Hlk179986710]Meeting Minutes for October 20, 2025, were approved. Announcements included:
· Announced departure of board members Heidi Frye and Vivian Harvey, with Vivian stepping down as Education and Public Outreach lead.
· Discussed updates to meeting protocols.
· Reviewed TBI Bylaws and current membership structure.
· Provided outreach updates regarding upcoming leadership changes on the TBI Board.
· Shared guidance and tips related to Bagley‑Keene requirements.
· Held a brief discussion on Form 700 request.

Board Comments – None
Public Comments – None

6. Break at 10:30am for 15 minutes

7. Subcommittee Reports 
The following subcommittee committees reported on their individual projects and progress:

Data Analytics Committee (DAC)
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio (Lead)
Dr. Daniel Ignacio provided an update on the DAC's projects: The needs assessment, Medicaid waiver, and publication manuscript.
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio presented key initiatives, including a needs assessment, collaboration with Dr. Doherty on California surveillance data, and participation in the International Neuropsychological Society's 2026 conference. 
· The publication manuscript is in the final stages of review and will be published soon.
· Dr. Daniel Ignacio discussed ongoing waiver conversations, potential legislation, and collaboration with the Behavioral Health Planning Council. 

Public Policy and Funding Committee (PPFC)
· Dr. Katie Shinoda (Lead)
Dr. Katie Shinoda provided an update on the PPFC's projects: sustainable funding, and Medicaid Waiver. 
· The Board discussed discussions on the upcoming Medicaid waiver opportunity and the need for specific data and policy recommendations.
· The committee also discussed the possibility of working with the Department of Health Care Services to submit an application for a new TBI waiver in July 2028.
· The committee agrees to keep the recommendation on the radar and address it within the current grant cycle, which ends on June 30, 2027.

Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC)
· Peter Saechao
Peter Saechao presented the TBI 101 slide presentation, discussing objectives of presentation such as introducing people to TBI, raising awareness, and introducing community resources.

A motion to approve the TBI 101 presentation was made by Theresa Woo and seconded by Vivian Harvey. Dan Clark, Dr. Henery Huie, Dr. Vivian Harvey, Dr. Daniel Ignacio, Erin Johnson, Ryan Johnson, Vince Martinez, Dr. Katie Shinoda, Kristie Warren, and Theresa Woo all voted to approve. Michael Roscoe voted to oppose. Motion passed.

Brain Injury Survivor Committee (BISC)
· Todd Higgins (Lead) 
Todd Higgins reported on the Brain Injury Survivor Committee work.
· Update on the brain injury survivor committee, mentioning the need to align the mission statement with their work.
· Update focused on increasing public outreach and engagement with TBI survivors.

8. San Diego State University (SDSU) Needs Assessment Presentation:
The assessment identified key gaps in access to long‑term support, rehabilitation resources, and community‑based services, providing data-driven insights to inform policy, funding priorities, and the ongoing work of California’s TBI program, and some of the key highlights from their presentation are listed below:
· The project aims to assess the outcomes and impact of the 12 CATBI sites in California. 
· The key informant interviews will be conducted from February to March 2026, with surveys distributed from April to July 2026.
· The project will include data management and report writing, with key deliverables expected in March, September, and October 2026.
· The discussion includes the importance of representative samples and the need for collaboration with the TBI advisory board.

9. DOR updates 
LaCandice Ochoa, Deputy Director, provided updated on DOR. Some of the key highlights are listed below:
· Governor’s Budget continues major support for VR and IL services with targeted capacity investments.
· Order of Selection planned due to rising demand and limited resources, student services unaffected.
· Federal TBI reauthorization is progressing with bipartisan support.
· State TBI Plan submitted and will be posted once approved.

10. Get on Board Presentation:
Carole Starr and Kelly Lang presented the Get on Board Presentation which helps brain injury survivors learn to tell their stories and get involved in the brain injury community, and some of the key highlights from their presentation are listed below:
· The program, funded by the Administration for Community Living through the Grassroots Project, is currently being implemented in Tennessee and has previously been run in Maine. 
· Participants learn to effectively share their experiences and can choose from modules on conference workshops, board service, and advocacy.
· The program aims to build a nationwide community of brain injury survivors who can support each other and make a difference in their communities.

11. Summary and Action Items	
Peter Saechao referenced the next board meeting will be April 20, 2026.  Presentations and action items will be sent shortly after the end of the meeting. Meeting minutes will be sent out by April 1st.
1.	TBI 101 Presentation Approved
· Outreach can now begin.
· Members are asked to send specific contacts and organizations to me as we start the outreach process.
2.	Waiver Alignment
· DOR staff will follow up with Jenny regarding alignment between the Board and Behavioral Health Planning Council on waivers.
3.	TBI Bylaws
· Members are to send any additional feedback on the TBI Bylaws to me for revisions.

Board Comments - None
Public Comments – None

12. Public Comments
There were no public comments.

13. Adjournment	
Dan Clark motioned to adjourn, and Dr. Vivian Harvey seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 2:20 pm.
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