State Rehabilitation Council (SRC)
November 13, 2025, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Meeting location: Virtual by Zoom, and in-person at the Department of Rehabilitation, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 507, Sacramento, CA 95814. Meeting held in accordance with California Government Code section 11123.5. 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
In Attendance:
· SRC members (by Zoom): Matthew Asner, Michelle Bello, Shannon Coe, Ivan Guillen, Gregory Meza, Hilary Lentini, Yuki Nagasawa, and La Trena Robinson
· SRC members (in-person): Michael Love
· SRC Members Absent: Shellena Heber
· DOR staff in attendance (in-person): Kate Bjerke, Jessica Grove
· Members of the public: Roman Aguilera, Patricia Wentzel
Item 1: Welcome and Introductions 
Shannon Coe, SRC Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed the attendees. Kate Bjerke, SRC Executive Officer, reviewed the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act requirements. The SRC members introduced themselves.
Item 2: Public Comment 
Members of the public had the opportunity to comment on issues and concerns not included elsewhere on the agenda. The SRC received the following public comments:
· Patricia Wentzel conveyed the positive feedback she received about DOR from a volunteer with a behavioral health disability with whom she works.
· Roman Aguilera expressed concerns about federal cuts to DOR, and delays, inconsistencies and inefficient procurement practices that negatively impact DOR consumers.
Item 3: SRC Recommendation
Jessica Grove provided background about the SRC’s advisory role in the Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) services portion of the Unified State Plan. Kate Bjerke reviewed Recommendation 5 of the State Plan about expanding outreach and service access for underrepresented groups that the SRC previously made, along with proposed alterations to the recommendation that emphasize reaching out to all stakeholders, particularly those who may experience the most significant challenges with accessing VR services.
Lentini moved and Asner seconded a motion to approve the revised recommendation. 
(Yes: Asner, Coe, Guillen, Lentini, Love, Meza and Nagasawa, (No – 0), (Absent –Heber), (Abstain – 0).
Public Comment
Roman Aguilera expressed his pain at losing academic fellowships and facing financial hardships in the past year due to changes in policy and urged stakeholders to play a greater role in making decisions about SRC’s recommendations. He felt that the decision-making structure was too hierarchical
Kate Bjerke urged Mr. Aguilera to dialogue with his Rehabilitation Counselor and the Client Assistance Program.
Adjourn
Guillen moved and Asner seconded a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 11:51am.

