DOR ALJ Bios


Amy Orgain 

ALJ Orgain currently is an administrative law judge with the State Hearings Division, Scope of Benefits Bureau.  ALJ Orgain was an attorney in the nonprofit legal sector for 18 years, including the Homeless Action Center in Berkeley and the AIDS Legal Referral Panel in San Francisco.  ALJ Orgain also served as a volunteer homeless shelter grievance arbitrator for the City of San Francisco.  She received a Philosophy degree from Mills College and a J.D. from the University of Washington School of Law with a Health Law concentration track.


Jennifer Chmura 

ALJ Chmura currently is an administrative law judge with the State Hearings Division, Scope of Benefits Bureau.  ALJ Chmura graduated from the University of Chicago in 1989 and the University of California College of the Law, San Francisco in 1992.  She was an attorney in private practice litigation before joining the State in 2002 as a Deputy Attorney General with the Health Education & Welfare Section.  ALJ Chmura transferred to the CDSS Community Care Licensing Division as part of the SROA process and later became a Hearing Officer with the California Victims Compensation & Government Claims Board.  In 2011, ALJ joined the California Department of Health Care Services Legal Division and then returned to CDSS as an Administrative Law Judge in May 2024.  


Shannon Robinson 

ALJ Robinson is a graduate of San Jose State University and Santa Clara University School of Law.  ALJ Robinson worked for several years providing legal advocacy for unhoused clients in the Bay Area. She then worked as a staff attorney and later as Director of Legal Services at Dependency Advocacy Center for about six years. She then transitioned to an attorney position with the Department of Health Care Services, handling a wide variety of DHCS issues and representing DHCS in administrative hearings for several years. 

Michael Cochrane

ALJ Cochrane earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Point Loma Nazarene University and his Juris Doctor Degree from the University of San Diego. Prior to practicing law, he taught special education students in a public middle school. He spent eight years representing individuals with disabilities in special education, and he then worked as a Medical Board prosecutor for seven years before joining the State Hearings Division at the CDSS. Judge Cochrane adjudicated cases in the Affordable Care and Resource Family Approval Bureau for nearly ten years before his current appointment in the Medi-Cal Scope of Benefits section.

Patrick Savage

ALJ Savage is a graduate of the University of Oregon School of Law. He served as a Judge Advocate in the United States Marine Corps, as an attorney with the Department of Homeland Security and as an Immigration Judge in the San Francisco Immigration Court prior to joining State Hearings Division, Scopes Bureau.

