
State of California
Health and Human Services Agency
Department of Rehabilitation (DOR)
California Vendor Policy Committee (CVPC) Meeting
Thursday, May 7, 2026
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Hybrid meeting held at Department of Rehabilitation Central Office, 721
Capitol Mall, Room 301, Sacramento, CA 95814, with virtual participation available via Zoom

[bookmark: _Hlk117503702]In attendance:
CVPC members (in-person): Paul Patche II (District 1), Joni Patche (District 3), Sandy Balani (District 5), Harry Begian (District 6), Max Duarte (District 7), Jerry Gann (District 8)
CVPC members (by Zoom): Michael Hatch (District 4)
DOR staff (in person): Luis Rodriguez, Dejon Hollyfield, Carlene Guzman, Brandon Birchell, Joshua Pitts, Daniel Kaz, Destiny Ruiz, Edward Stoll, Jennifer Wilbon 
DOR staff (by Zoom): Sue Pelbath, Ryne Myers, Oscar Chavez, Tony Zhong
Members of the public (in-person): Michael Kinoshita
Members of the public (by Zoom): James, Pappas, Dave Carroll Maria Trovato, Steve Alford, Daniel Salinas, Joe O’Toole

Meeting Minutes

Item 1: CVPC Roll Call and Introduction of DOR Staff and the Public 
BEP Program Manager welcomed attendees, conducted a call, and introduced DOR staff and members of the public. 

Item 2: Executive Committee Reports

Chair’s Report
The chair reported on national challenges facing the program, including selective service constraints affecting multiple states, equipment maintenance difficulties, and concerns about repair services.
Vice-Chair’s Report
The vice chair mentioned an action item regarding the establishment of a committee website (though funding sources remained unclear) and proposed to move a motion.
The department confirmed they cannot provide assistance with the committee website as there are no regulations supporting such funding. The group learned that other states fund their websites through different means and agreed to research potential funding sources.

Secretary-Treasure’s Report
This agenda item was not discussed.
Item 3: Department Reports
Department reports covered staffing updates, including positions needing to be filled and welcoming 3 new staff members. The department provided the procurement report for this quarter. The team discussed ongoing military contracts and the state law regarding the 30% vending machine nutritional guidelines requirement, with a reminder that vendors need to ensure compliance. The department received one public request this quarter regarding MOR’s from 2021-2025 from a particular vendor, and the vendor is aware of this request. The conversation ended with a discussion about upcoming legislative activities, including Lobby Day in Sacramento, and an update that there are no bills affecting the BEP program are currently being proposed. 

Item 4: BAC Report
Reviewed highlights at the February BAC meeting, including discussion of AB 3193, equipment and adaptive technology for consumers. The department further provided an overview of Order of Selection and explained that California is currently not in Order of Selection and is conducting business as usual. The department is now serving nearly double the number of consumers (about 179,000 currently, predicted to reach 190,000 by September).

Item 5: Training Committee Report
Updates on the training program were provided, noting that while the department is seeking a new trainer, they are continuing to prepare interested consumers in the BEP program by having them complete prerequisites while waiting for the new trainer to be hired. Due to priorities, expenses, and spending decisions, the department made the decision to cancel the BEP in-person educational conference, offered to move it online, and to redirect those funds toward purchasing more vending machines, as part of broader cost-saving measures across the program. The department also explained that regulations do not require the conference to occur in-person. 
Item 6: QLDC Report
The meeting covered updates on the previous QLDC meeting, and potential 
new locations for vending machines, including Naval Base Ventura County and
Desert Oasis roadside rest area. The department reported that BEP is working 
with Caltrans on the Desert Oasis project, which is scheduled to open in 2029 
and will feature protected vending machines under covered areas similar to the
Erreca Roadside Rest design. 
Item 7: Fiscal Subcommittee Report 
The fiscal subcommittee received positive updates on vendor compliance, with the number of vendors owing funds decreasing from 25 to 8 over two years, and missing MORs dropping from 88 to 0. The committee also discussed the vending machine commission report, and professional services funds. The department also reviewed financial expenditures and account balances. The department provided a snapshot and reported on current non-matchable expenses totaling $362,216.72 and matchable expenditures of $114,272, with a set-aside account balance of $5,702,522 as of February 2026. The team discussed challenges with expediting purchases for vending machines and equipment, leading to a decision to hold bi-weekly meetings with the procurement section to address delays.

Item 8: Benefits Subcommittee Report
The meeting focused on several key topics related to insurance and legislative matters with a committee member raising concerns about the high liability insurance rate. The group discussed the need for more involvement in insurance decisions and agreed to request that ORIM representatives attend the next CVPC meeting and possibly all future meetings regularly. 
Item 9: Legislative Subcommittee Report
The chair provided an update on upcoming Lobby Day and Capitol Day activities, emphasizing the importance of building relationships with legislators and encouraging more members to participate. The chair also covered updates from various prison districts, with significant discussion about food service events and vending machine replacements. 

Item 10: District Reports
Delegates provided updates within their respective districts.

Item 11: Open Forum to discuss future agenda items. and update action items
Committee members would like to discuss the following at the August meeting:
· Redistricting
· Subcommittee scheduling
· ORIM/Empower at the August meeting

District 8 moved a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:12pm. The motion was seconded by District 3. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:12 PM
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