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MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT
Thursday, September 24, 2026

Meeting held through Zoom and in-person at the Department of Rehabilitation’s Central Office. Meeting was held via teleconference within the meaning of Government Code Section 11123.5.

Subcommittee Members: Stephanie Crist (Virtual), Jennifer Fischer (Virtual), Cathleen Coombs-Stephens (Virtual), Lisa Chaves (Virtual), Robert Chavez (Virtual), Pearl Burgin (Virtual), John Smith (Virtual), Maryam Nateghi (Virtual), Shawn Mainville (Virtual), DJ Tomko (Virtual), Kai Brennan (Virtual)

CCEPD Staff Members: Maria Aliferis‑Gjerde (Virtual), Zak Ford (In‑person), Nick Coleman (Virtual)

Members of the Public: Jimbo Perry (Virtual)

1. Welcome and Introductions					
Co-chair Stephanie Crist called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. Members introduced themselves and a quorum was established.

2. Approval of August 27, 2026, Meeting Minutes
Motion/second (Tomko/Chavez) to approve the August meeting minutes. Motion passed unanimously. (Yes – 11: Brennan, Burgin, Coombs-Stephens, Crist, Chaves, Chavez, Fischer, Mainville, Nateghi, Smith, Tomko); (No – 0); (Abstain – 0)



3. Workforce Service Mapping/Flow Discussion – Independent Living Centers
Agenda item was postponed due to presenter unavailability and will be moved to a future meeting.

4. Workforce Service Mapping/Flow Discussion – Mental and Behavioral Health
Member Maryam Nateghi provided an overview of Sacramento County Behavioral Health services, explaining program structure, entry points, assessment processes, and distinctions between low‑intensity and high‑intensity services. She described pathways into services including county mental health lines, 988, the Mental Health Treatment Center, Thrive and CORE programs, community support teams, and urgent care clinics.

Nateghi noted that employment supports are integrated into full-service partnership and CORE programs, including use of IPS (Individual Placement and Support) focused on competitive employment. Member John Smith added that providers work closely with DOR to coordinate training and employment resources while continuing wraparound case management.

5. Agenda Items for Future Meetings
Members confirmed upcoming discussions will include WorkAbility I and Social Services, and Independent Living Centers will be rescheduled. Staff noted that November and December meetings will need consolidation due to holiday scheduling, and a poll of members will occur.

6. Public Comment
Member of the public, Jimbo Perry, provided comments expressing gratitude for the opportunity to speak and interest in learning about programs and improving experiences with Department of Rehabilitation services.

7. Adjourn								
Meeting adjourned at 2:38 p.m.
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