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MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT
Tuesday, September 15, 2026

Meeting held through Zoom and in-person at the Department of Rehabilitation’s Central Office. Meeting was held via teleconference within the meaning of Government Code Section 11123.5.

Subcommittee Members: Kathleen Alonzo (Virtual), Harrison Lane (Virtual), DJ Tomko (Virtual), Michael Trogan (Virtual), Sandee Nieves (Virtual), Sarah Turner (Virtual), Brandon Anderson (Virtual, representing Jennifer Fischer)

CCEPD Staff Members: Maria Aliferis-Gjerde (Virtual), Nick Coleman (Virtual), Zak Ford (In‑person)

1. [bookmark: _Hlk157754688]Welcome and Introductions
Chair Harrison Lane called the meeting to order at 2:34 p.m. Members and staff introduced themselves. A quorum was established. 

2. [bookmark: _Hlk168555885]Approval of July 21, 2026 Meeting Minutes
Motion/second (Trogan/Nieves) to approve the July meeting minutes. Motion passed on a 5‑0‑1 vote. (Yes – 5: Trogan, Nieves, Lane, Turner, Tomko); (No – 0); (Abstain – 1: Anderson).

3. Discussion on Direction for Microenterprises, Self‑Employment, and Entrepreneurship Project
Staff Member Zak Ford provided an overview of prior discussions on microenterprises, self‑employment, and entrepreneurship, referencing prior meetings and DOR’s self‑employment materials that had been shared with members. Ford shared three of the existing DOR documents covering the early phases of self-employment on his screen and provided a brief overview of what they include. Members expressed that the documents cover many topics, and if the CCEPD were to continue with the creation of a toolkit or other work product, the scope should be narrowed. Ford informed members that he will have a meeting with DOR staff about direction and report out any updates and insights in the October subcommittee meeting.

4. Update on California Workforce Development Board (CWDB) Initiatives and Activities
Member Sandee Nieves provided an update on CWDB initiatives and activities. The CWDB is currently reviewing comments made on the guidance for regional and local plan modifications. Members discussed the CWDB’s statewide partnerships, workforce initiatives, and related policy considerations.

5. Agenda Items for Future Meetings
Member Michael Trogan raised the possibility of exploring the creation of a list of various partners in workforce system. Staff informed him the CCEPD’s State Coordination Subcommittee has begun a similar project, and they would keep him informed of discussions. 

6. Public Comment
No public comments.

7. Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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