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MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT
Tuesday, April 21, 2026

Meeting held through Zoom and in-person at the Department of Rehabilitation’s Central Office. Meeting was held via teleconference within the meaning of Government Code Section 11123.5.

Subcommittee Members: Kathleen Alonzo (Virtual), Stephanie Crist (Virtual), Jennifer Fischer (Virtual), James Hill (Virtual), Paula Tobler (Virtual), DJ Tomko (Virtual), Michael Trogan (Virtual), Sarah Turner (Virtual)

CCEPD Staff Members: Maria Aliferis-Gjerde (Virtual), Nick Coleman (Virtual), Zak Ford (In-person)

1. [bookmark: _Hlk157754688]Welcome and Introductions
CCEPD Staff Member Ford called the meeting to order at 2:33 p.m. Ford informed attendees Chair Harrison Lane was unable to attend the meeting. A quorum was established.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk168555885]Approval of February17, 2026 Meeting Minutes
Motion/second (Tobler/Crist) to approve the meeting minutes. Motion passed on a 7-0-1 vote. (Yes – 7: Alonzo, Crist, Hill, Tobler, Tomko, Trogan, Turner), (No – 0), (Abstain – 1: Fischer).

3. Department of Developmental Services (DDS) and Regional Center Microenterprise Presentation
Member Crist provided an overview of DDS programs supporting self‑employment and micro-enterprise, including use of supported employment and the Paid Internship Program (PIP). 

George de la Loza, Career Pathways and Local Partnerships Officer of the Eastern Los Angeles Regional Center, presented examples of microenterprise pathways supported through PIP. Examples included DJ/music production, makeup artistry, comedy and public speaking, music instruction, art curation, and baking. He described the model’s focus on skill development, real‑world placements, and coordination with the Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) for business viability and self‑employment funding. He noted that 10 of 12 microenterprises created under the program remain active. 

Members discussed potential replication across regional centers, sustainability beyond COVID‑related funding, and alignment with other systems.

4. Discussion on Self-Employment and Entrepreneurship
The subcommittee discussed potential directions for a CCEPD work product, including early‑stage supports, business‑readiness tools, and identifying additional partners for future presentations. Members were interested in the DOR perspective on the DDS microenterprise strategy presented. Staff will explore outreach to DOR and other entities for upcoming meetings.

5. Agenda Items for Future Meetings
Members will follow up with staff regarding potential presenters and topics for the May and June meetings.

6. Public Comment
No public comments were received.

7. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:48 p.m.
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