State of California
Health and Human Services Agency
Department of Rehabilitation (DOR)
Blind Advisory Committee (BAC) Meeting
Thursday, 08/20/26
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Hybrid meeting held in DOR Central Office, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 169
Sacramento, CA 95814, with virtual participation available via Zoom. Public locations listed on agenda.

Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk117503702]In attendance:
BAC members (in-person): Guillermo Robles, Sandy Balani, Dan Kysor, Vanna Rapeti, Joe O’Toole, Lindsay Kerr
[bookmark: _Hlk222736630]BAC members (by Zoom): Margaret Buchmann-Garcia, Francis Brown 
DOR staff (in-person): Maria Turrubiartes, Bethany De Los Reyes-Fahmy, Keith Ellis, Jennifer Wilbon 
DOR staff (by Zoom): Deyanire Villachica, Yukiko Long, Moses Babafemi, Carmen Ramirez, Ana Matsumura
Members of the public (in-person): Steve Clark, Andrea Schulze, John Taylor, Leslie Gibbons, Silvana Rainey, Jeff Thom
Members of the public (by Zoom): Stella Woodall, Sara Wylie, Patricia Leetz, Margie Donovan, Laura Millar, Silvestre Leyva, Therese Gardner, Tia Reed,
Allie Love, Melissa McLeod, Regina Brink

Item 1: Welcome and Call to Order
The Chair welcomed attendees, conducted a roll call, introduced BAC committee members, and established a quorum.

Item 2: Introductions of DOR staff and members of the public
The Chair introduced department staff and members of the public.

Item 3: Approval of the BAC meeting minutes 
The chair and committee members approved the minutes from the May 2026 BAC meeting.

Motion: Sandy Balani moved a motion to approve the BAC meeting minutes from the May 2026 meeting. The motion was seconded by Francis Brown.

[bookmark: _Hlk29542449]Vote: Sandy, yes. Francis, yes. Margaret, yes. Dan, yes. Lindsay, yes. Joe, yes. Vanna, yes. The motion passed.

Item 4: BAC Committee Members Network Updates 
BAC members reported on matters of interest in their networks and
communities, including sharing updates for: CCB, the BEP program, and COVE. Committee members also shared updates regarding Disability Rights California Los Angeles paratransit, and an update on Ray-Ban Meta glasses.  Public members shared helpful resources.   

Item 5: Presentation from the Disability Access Services (DAS) Unit regarding an overview of DAS. Update on accessible consumer documents and forms.

Disability Access Services (DAS) 
Keith Ellis, Disability Access Services (DAS) Team Manager
Bethany De Los Reyes-Fahmy, Senior Manager, Disability Access Services 
Update on accessible consumer documents and forms
Christopher McGreal, Chief of Business Services
Edi-Ymerson Gonzales, Asst. Chief Business Services

DAS supports agencies in improving accessibility and employment opportunities for people with disabilities. DAS helps employers comply with ADA requirements, supports state workforce diversity efforts under AB 313, promotes accessibility in state buildings and California Lottery retail locations, and addresses digital accessibility of websites, PDFs, forms and other consumer documents. 

Item 6: Accounting Updates
This agenda item was not reported on.

Item 7: Presentation on Social Security Work Incentive Program
Brian Connors, Supervisor I, Social Security Programs Unit 
Jessica Popjevalo, Branch Chief, Vocational Rehabilitation Policy and Resources Division 

The Work Incentive Planning (WIP) program provides benefit-planning counseling to people receiving SSI or SSDI. The program helps consumers increase employment and earnings while helping the Department of Rehabilitation obtain Social Security cost reimbursements. The presentation also covered the role and services of Work Incentive Planners and how they support employment outcomes. 

Item 8: BFS Success Story
The committee heard a success story from Marcela Rodriguez-Nocon, who was introduced by Nancy Ybarra, Regional Business Specialist for Department of Rehabilitation, BFS. 


Item 9: Directorate Report
Kim Rutledge, DOR Director, and Victor Duron, Chief Deputy Director, 
provided updates on federal and state budget matters affecting the Department of Rehabilitation (DOR). 

Kim shared takeaways from the RSA monitoring visit including making sure case service costs are necessary and reasonable. Leadership will monitor caseload and expenditure data. The state budget provided DOR with $60 million in additional federal fund authority, $3.3 million in reimbursement authority for partnerships with the Department of Developmental Services, new general fund loan authority to address federal funding delays, and 54 new positions that will remain unfilled until the fiscal situation stabilizes. The California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) received federal approval to implement Order of Selection, closing all three service categories with implementation starting once technical system changes are complete. Director Kim Rutledge and Chief Deputy Victor Duron explained that the department will initially serve only Category 1 individuals (those with the most significant disabilities, including most blind and visually impaired consumers) when categories begin reopening. The department cut 96 partnerships worth tens of millions of dollars and implemented cost-saving measures across travel, training, and events to address the precarious fiscal condition. Job retention services will not be provided during order of selection until monthly data demonstrates the department is not at risk of running out of funds before the next federal grant award. The department will pursue reallotment funds, continue cost-containment efforts, and work toward finalizing the QRP apprenticeship program for a 2027 launch. 

Item 10: AB3193 Work Group report 
AB3193 workgroup member, Ralph Black, presented workgroup suggestions and efforts to improve the procurement of adaptive technology for consumers with disabilities. DOR accepted several recommendations to improve documentation, assessment guidelines, procurement timelines, and communication. However, two issues remain unresolved: allowing vendors to exceed online prices for added services and giving counselors greater input in vendor selections. The workgroup is seeking continued collaboration with DOR to resolve these issues. 

Item 11: DOR Specialized Services Division Report (Highlights only, full report provided in written narrative)  
This section covered updates from several programs including BFS, BEP, OIB, and OCB. 

· Blind Field Services presented the Blind field Services program report for the fourth quarter 2025-2026, covering applications, successful closures, and key staffing updates
· Business Enterprises Program highlights include reporting on Business Enterprises Program activities including staffing updates, procurement of equipment and vending machines, and ongoing military contracting efforts
· The OCB program shared positive news about a student securing employment during training and upcoming activities at OCB 
· OIB program updates: OIB is currently holding off on program reviews as the current manager is out

Item 12: Public comment on items not covered on the agenda 
During the public comment period for items not on the agenda, public members requested the department to continue working with the AB3193 workgroup and continue to seek BAC support with encouraging the department to work with the workgroup. 

Item 13: Identify Future Agenda Items 
· Detailed explanation of the financial participation calculation process to help stakeholders better educate consumers
· Continued discussion of AB3193 workgroup recommendations
· Comprehensive information on OIB funding structure and history
· Updates on DOR's AI policy development
· Accounting update
· Clarification on whether the federal transition from Department of Education to Health Human Services creates new funding pathways for organizations serving people with disabilities
· Cancellation policy updates about consumer data collection; follow-up on cancellation policy data collection from vendors
· Clarification on how education funding will work under Order of Selection when students have not fully defined their career paths

Motion: Dan Kysor moved a motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:48pm. The motion was seconded by Sandy Balani.

Vote: Sandy, yes. Francis, yes. Margaret, yes. Dan, yes. Joe, yes. Vanna, yes. Lindsay, yes. The motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 3:48pm
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