
State of California
Health and Human Services Agency
Department of Rehabilitation (DOR)
Blind Advisory Committee (BAC)
Meeting Notice and Agenda
Thursday, November 19, 2026
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.*
DOR Central Office, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 169
Sacramento, CA 95814

[bookmark: _Hlk44562942]Public Participation Options
In-person at DOR Central Office, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 169, Sacramento, CA 95814

In-person at COVE (Center of Vision Enhancement) 1901 G Street, Merced, CA 95340

In-person at 13157 Mundenow Way, #70 Marina Del Rey, CA 90292

Join Zoom Meeting
Zoom Meeting	


Meeting ID: 885 7767 5251, Passcode: w0iLD#EZ

One tap mobile
+16699006833,,88577675251#,,,,*76994394# US (San Jose)
+14086380968,,88577675251#,,,,*76994394# US (San Jose)


PUBLIC COMMENTS
Public comment relating to a specific agenda item will be taken at the end of the applicable agenda item or prior to a vote. Public comments on matters not on the agenda are taken at the end of the meeting. A speaker will have up to three minutes to make public comments and may not relinquish their time allotment to another speaker. Non-English speakers who utilize translators to make public comment will be allotted no more than six minutes unless they utilize simultaneous translation equipment. The BAC is precluded from discussing matters not on the agenda; however, BAC members may ask questions for clarification purposes. 


MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA
This meeting notice and agenda and supplemental meeting materials are posted on the BAC webpage. All times indicated and the order of business are approximate and subject to change. 

*The meeting will adjourn upon completion of the agenda. Interested members of the public may join virtually or use the teleconference line to listen to the meeting and/or provide public comment. The BAC is not responsible for unforeseen technical difficulties that may occur and is not obligated to postpone or delay its meeting in the event of unforeseen technical difficulties with the teleconference line or virtual meeting room. 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS
If you require a disability-related accommodation, materials in alternate format or auxiliary aids/services, please email jennifer.wilbon@dor.ca.gov or call 916-558-5489, five days prior to the meeting. Any requests received after this date will be given consideration, but logistical constraints may not allow for their fulfillment. 

CONTACT PERSON
Jennifer Wilbon, Advisory Committee Specialist, DOR Specialized Services Division, jennifer.wilbon@dor.ca.gov. Phone: 916-558-5489.


Agenda
Please note: Times are listed with the agenda items to assist attendees joining the meeting virtually and by phone. These times are estimates and subject to change. The BAC may act on any item listed in the agenda.

Item 1: Welcome and Call to Order 
(9:00 a.m. – 9:05 a.m.)
Guillermo Robles, BAC Chair
The Chair will welcome attendees, call the meeting to order, conduct a roll call of BAC members, and establish a quorum.

The BAC Committee members are:
Guillermo Robles, CCB representative
Sandy Balani, BEP representative
Francis Brown, Consumer representative
Margaret Buchmann-Garcia, CRP representative
Dan Kysor, Member at large
Joe O’Toole, Member at large
Vanna Rapeti, NFBC representative
Cheryl Thurston, NFBC representative
Robert Wendt, CCB representative
Lindsay Kerr, Education representative

Item 2: Introductions of DOR staff and members of the public 
(9:05 a.m. - 9:10 a.m.)

Item 3: Approval of the BAC Meeting Minutes and Review of Action Items
(9:10 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.)
Guillermo Robles, BAC Chair
The Chair will lead the Committee with the approval of the minutes from the August 2026 meeting and review the action items.

Public comment

[bookmark: _Hlk29542449]Item 4: BAC Committee Members Network Updates
(9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.)
BAC members will report on matters of interest in their networks and communities.

Public comment

Item 5: BAC Advisory Role and Meeting Effectiveness
(9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.) 
Guillermo Robles, BAC Chair
Bylaws, committee recommendations, follow-up, and a work plan spanning multiple meetings.

Public comment

Item 6: Back to Basics training presentation
(10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.)
Yukiko Long – BFS District Administrator

Public comment

Break
(10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.)

Item 7: Service Authorizations for Consumers with Signed IPEs
(10:45 a.m. – 11:15a.m.)
Ana Matsumura – District Operations Supervisor I
Authorization delays, continuity of services for consumers with signed IPEs, and the impact of reduced authorizations on provider staffing and service availability.

Public comment

Item 8: Order of Selection: Category 1 Reopening and Employment Retention
(11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)
Sue Pelbath, Chief Programs Officer
Maria Turrubiartes, Specialized Services Division Assistant Deputy Director 
Discussion regarding waiting-list figures, measurable reopening criteria, phased releases, employment retention, progress reporting. 

Public comment

Lunch
(12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.)

Item 9: Directorate Report 
(1:00 p.m. – 2:10 p.m.)
Victor Duron, Chief Deputy Director
Sue Pelbath, Chief Programs Officer
BAC members will receive a report from the DOR Chief Deputy Director and Chief Programs Officer on organizational, state, and federal issues of interest to the BAC. BAC members will have an opportunity to ask questions and have an interactive dialogue

Public comment

Break
(2:10 p.m. – 2:25 p.m.)

Item 10: DOR Specialized Services Division Report (Highlights only, full report provided in written narrative)  
(2:25 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.)
Maria Turrubiartes, Specialized Programs and Services Assistant Deputy Director
Deyanire Villachica, District Administrator, DOR BFS 
Yuki Long, District Administrator, DOR BFS
Luis Rodriguez, Section Chief, DOR Business Enterprise Program
Eric Mazariegos, Administrator, DOR Orientation Center for the Blind
Jay Harris, Manager, DOR Older Individuals who are Blind Program

BAC members will receive updates on the activities of DOR’s Blind Field Services District, Business Enterprise Program, Orientation Center for the Blind, and Older Individuals who are Blind Program.

Public comment

Item 11: Public comment on items not covered on the agenda
(3:15 p.m. – 3:35 p.m.)
Opportunity for comments on matters within BAC jurisdiction, including subjects not addressed during the preceding agenda items.

Item 12: Committee Recommendations, Follow-Up and Future Agenda Items
(3:35 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.)
Identify outstanding questions and written information requests; discuss proposed recommendations or motions within noticed topics; assign follow-up responsibilities and target response dates; identify future agenda topics. 

Public Comment


Adjourn (4:00 p.m.) *
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