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1:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Meeting Locations and Attendance
Department of Rehabilitation, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 407, Sacramento, CA 95814
· Attendance: Guillermo Robles
· DOR Staff: LaCandice Ochoa, Independent Living and Community Access Division (ILCAD) Deputy Director; Sarah Harris, Independent Living and Assistive Technology (ILATS) Chief; Elizabeth Wood, Assistive Technology (AT) Program Administrator
By Zoom:
· Attendance: Larry Grable; NickoleRenee Mensch; Gloria Cervantes; Charles Nguyen
· CFILC Staff: Lisa Hayes, Executive Director; Kathrine Crowley, Deputy Director; Amora Stahl, AT Advocate; Inae Mendoza, AT Advocate; Michelle Rosado, AT Advocate
· DOR Staff: Sheeyee Ntuj, Voice Options Program (VOP) Manager
· Members of the Public: Stephanie Jones; Aisha; Chris McKernan; Katherine McKernan; Dhaval Patel
Agenda Item 1: Welcome and Call to Order
Chair Grable called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm and welcomed all participants.
Agenda Item 2: Roll Call and Introductions
Chair Grable introduced himself, followed by ATAC members, DOR staff, CFILC staff, and members of the public.
Agenda Item 3: Committee and Respective Community Updates
Chair Grable asked ATAC members to discuss AT or community updates, or any information that should be shared. Member Charles Nguyen shared that the State Council on Developmental Disabilities (SCDD) was in the planning process of their next five-year state plan, noting they took statewide feedback from advocates, guardians, and other professionals and will be reviewing response data to inform the plan.
Agenda Item 4: Review and Approve ATAC Meeting Minutes
Meeting quorum was not established, so review and approval of the August 13 Meeting Minutes will be postponed for review at the next meeting.
Agenda Item 5: Department of Rehabilitation Updates
ILATS Chief Sarah Harris provided general DOR updates:
· The AT Program contract with the California Foundation for Independent Living Centers (CFILC) officially began October 1, 2025.
· DOR is pleased to announce that Charles Nguyen and Guillermo Robles have officially been appointed as committee members.
Agenda Item 6: Voice Options Program - Hear from Providers
VOP Manager Sheeyee Ntuj provided an overview of the Voice Options Program (VOP). This program is a collaboration with the California Public Utilities Commission’s Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program and provides demonstrations and short-term loans of six speech-generating applications on iPads to Californians who cannot speak or who have difficulty speaking.
VOP Providers Chris and Dr. Katherine McKernan shared their approach to providing Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) devices and applications to the community. They emphasized individualizing and personalizing services, establishing relationships with manufacturers, and performing outreach to meet community needs. The discussion covered how they support consumers through technical assistance, document sharing, and troubleshooting, with Dr. McKernan highlighting their experience in adapting devices for people with low vision and blindness.
Agenda Item 8: AT Program Updates
AT Analyst Wood provided updates for the AT Program, discussing the new contract with CFILC which began on October 1, 2025, welcoming the two new advisory committee members Charles Nguyen, representing the SCDD, and Guillermo Robles, member of and strong advocate for the disability community; and noting efforts to find replacements for the Workforce Development Board and Department of Education representatives.
DOR is in process of completing the State Plan for Assistive Technology (SPAT) update to submit expenditures, and gearing up to complete the Annual Progress Report, due annually to the Administration for Community Living (ACL) by December 31. DOR is working closely with CFILC to complete this reporting and will follow up with reported data during the winter ATAC meeting (scheduled for February 2026).
Agenda Item 9: Ability Tools
CFILC Ability Tools Deputy Director Crowley presented an overview of and updates on the State AT program, highlighting success stories and challenges. She announced the closure of the previous grants’ Device Lending and Demonstration Centers (DLDC) and the transition to a new contract, as well as welcoming Lisa Hayes, appointed as CFILC’s new Executive Director.
Deputy Director Crowley detailed the final quarter's activities for the AT Act program, sharing anecdotes from consumers’ experiences obtaining AT devices and services, and noted the completion of 44 public awareness events, 6 blogs, 2 newsletters, and 62 individuals participating in training workshops.
Agenda Item 10: Lotus Ring – Assistive Technology Demonstration
Pilot founder, Dhaval Patel, presented a new assistive technology called the Lotus Ring, which is designed to be a simple, accessible solution for people who may not be able to use smart home technology or voice assistants. It uses infrared technology to control home devices with a point and click, eliminating the need for applications, Wi-Fi, or home rewiring. Patel explained the ring was developed to make homes more accessible for people with disabilities and demonstrated how the ring and a magnetic switch cover work together.
Patel explained its engineering design and unique features, clarifying it does not need to be worn on the finger to work, and can be activated by pressing the button with any part of the body, including against a knee or wheelchair. He shared the device's success in a pilot program with the state of New York, where 90 percent of program participants experienced significant improvements in independence, marking an average time savings of 88.7 minutes per day. Patel also shared personal stories of how he came to design and share this device, as well as some promising goals for the next generation of the Lotus ring. 
Agenda Item 11: Future Assistive Technology Advisory Committee Meeting Dates
AT Analyst Wood provided future ATAC meeting dates for 2026:
· Wednesday, February 11, 2026
· Wednesday, May 13, 2026
· Wednesday, August 12, 2026
· Tuesday, November 10, 2026
Agenda Item 12: Future Agenda Items
Chair Grable opened the floor for suggestions on topics to be covered during the next ATAC meeting. There were no suggestions for future topics.
Agenda Item 13: Public Comment
Chair Grable opened the floor for public comments. There was no public comment.
Agenda Item 14: Adjourn
Chair Grable adjourned the meeting at 4:03pm.
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