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1:00 pm – 4:15 pm
Meeting Locations and Attendance
Department of Rehabilitation, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 301, Sacramento, CA 95814
· Attendance: Guillermo Robles
· DOR Staff: Sarah Harris, Independent Living and Assistive Technology (ILATS) Chief; Elizabeth Wood, Assistive Technology (AT) Program Administrator
By Zoom:
· Attendance: Larry Grable; Kathleen Barajas; NickoleRenee Mensch; Gloria Cervantes
· CFILC Staff: Kathrine Crowley, Deputy Director; Amora Stahl, AT Advocate; Inae Mendoza, AT Advocate; Michelle Rosado, AT Advocate
· DOR Staff: Sheeyee Ntuj, Voice Options Program (VOP) Manager; Keith Ellis, Disability Access Services (DAS) Manager; Michael Lee, VOP Grant Administrator; Karl Ortega, VOP Grant Administrator
· Members of the Public: Eddie Morgan; Kelly Kivlahan; Sheri Burns; Susan Rotchy; Jason Rivera; Luke Hsieh; Chris McKernan; AJ Clark; Alejandro Hacker; Eliezer Andres; Marisol Ferrante; Faustino Alvarez; Gabriela Ramirez; Samantha Mam; Ana Ramirez; Kateri Nguyen; Lily Sanchez; Gay Joyner
Agenda Item 1: Welcome and Call to Order
Chair Grable called the meeting to order at 1:01 pm and welcomed all participants.
Agenda Item 2: Roll Call and Introductions
Chair Grable introduced himself, followed by ATAC members, DOR staff, CFILC staff, and members of the public.
Agenda Item 3: Committee Updates
Chair Grable asked ATAC members to discuss AT or community updates, or any information that should be shared. Previous Member Keith Ellis announced his resignation as a Committee Member due to new role with DOR.
Agenda Item 4: Review and Approve ATAC Meeting Minutes
Chair Grable reviewed the August 13 and November 12, 2025, Meeting Minutes, and Members voted in favor of approval.
Agenda Item 5: Department of Rehabilitation Updates
ILATS Chief Sarah Harris provided general DOR updates:
· DOR is pleased to announce the revised ATAC application has been completed and posted – please share with your networks to support the expansion of committee participation.
Agenda Item 6: Voice Options Program Updates
VOP Supervisor Sheeyee Ntuj provided an overview of the Voice Options Program (VOP). This program is a collaboration with the California Public Utilities Commission’s (CPUC) Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP) and provides demonstrations and short-term loans of six speech-generating applications on iPads to Californians who cannot speak or who have difficulty speaking.
Supervisor Ntuj shared VOP’s progress towards meeting the program goal of serving 1,200 consumers over the fiscal year, as well as the team’s need to fill the third VOP Analyst position. AT Analyst Wood provided information regarding CPUC’s collection of public comments pertaining to revisions of the DDTP proposed by the CPUC and encouraged members of the public to participate as appropriate.
Agenda Item 8: AT Program Updates
AT Analyst Wood provided updates for the AT Program, discussing progress on the contract with CFILC which began October 1, 2025.
DOR is in process of completing the State Plan for Assistive Technology (SPAT) update to submit expenditures, and finalized and submitted the Annual Progress Report, due to the Administration for Community Living (ACL) by December 31, 2025, to be reviewed during Agenda Item 10.
Agenda Item 9: Ability Tools Update
CFILC Ability Tools Deputy Director Crowley presented an overview of and updates on the State AT program, highlighting success stories and challenges. Ability Tools staff also discussed progress on closure and inventorying of the previous grants’ Device Lending and Demonstration Centers (DLDC) for the new contract, as well as the efforts for restructuring the program.
Deputy Director Crowley also noted she will be attending the AT3 Leadership Symposium in Washington D.C., which is an essential event for gathering AT Program related resources and for improving California’s DLDC, reuse centers, and other AT Act activities.
Agenda Item 10: Annual Progress Report for AT
CFILC Ability Tools Deputy Director Crowley and AT Analyst Wood presented data from California’s Assistive Technology (AT) Annual Progress Report (APR), highlighting key activities and outcomes from the AT program. The report included data on state financing, device loan reuse, training and technical assistance, public awareness, and leveraged funding.
Achievements included: provision of State Financing activities to 1,077 individuals resulting in $893,658 in consumer cost savings; serving 2,165 consumers with device reutilization activities, resulting in consumer cost savings of $2,497,003; facilitation of 1,887 consumers receiving device loans, borrowing 2,152 devices; provision of 1,340 device demonstrations to 1,512 consumers or representatives of consumers; the provision of 474 consumer trainings; and the provision of information and assistance to 852 consumers, with the most requested topics being assistive technology products and services, transition, and information and communication technology. Some anecdotes highlighting the success of these activities were also shared.
Agenda Item 11: Future ATAC Meeting Date Reminder
AT Analyst Wood provided reminders for upcoming ATAC meeting dates in 2026:
· Wednesday, May 13, 2026
· Wednesday, August 12, 2026
· Tuesday, November 10, 2026
Agenda Item 12: Future Agenda Items
Chair Grable opened the floor for suggestions on topics to be covered during the next ATAC meeting. There were no suggestions for future topics.
Agenda Item 13: Public Comment
Chair Grable opened the floor for public comments. There was no public comment.
Agenda Item 14: Adjourn
Chair Grable adjourned the meeting at 4:03pm.
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