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1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Meeting Locations and Attendance
Department of Rehabilitation, 721 Capitol Mall, Room 407, Sacramento, CA 95814
· DOR Staff: Elizabeth Wood, Assistive Technology (AT) Program Administrator, Independent Living and Assistive Technology (ILATS); Sarah Harris, ILATS Chief
By Zoom: 
· Attendance: Larry Grable; NickoleRenee Mensch; Keith Ellis
· CFILC Staff: Amora Stahl, AT Advocate; Inae Mendoza, AT Advocate; Michelle Rosado, AT Advocate
· DOR Staff: Sheeyee Ntuj, AT and Voice Options Program (VOP) Manager
· Members of the Public: Charles Nguyen, Guillermo Robles, Rihana Ahmad, Amy Price, Zack Price, and Jelin Sencil
Agenda Item 1: Call to Order
Chair Grable called the meeting to order at 1:04 pm and welcomed all participants.
Agenda Item 2: Roll Call and Introductions
Chair Grable introduced himself, followed by ATAC members, DOR staff, CFILC staff, and members of the public. 
Agenda Item 3: Committee and Respective Community Updates 
Chair Grable asked ATAC members to discuss AT or community updates, or any information that should be shared.
Agenda Item 4: Review and Approve ATAC Meeting Minutes 
Members had the opportunity to review Meeting Minutes from April 3, 2024, July 16, 2024, October 22, 2024, and March 19, 2025 (included in meeting packet.) Members voted to approve all meeting minutes.
Agenda Item 5: Department of Rehabilitation Updates
ILATS Chief Sarah Harris provided general DOR updates:
· DOR Executive Director Kim Rutledge was officially confirmed to her position in July 2025. 
· On July 1, 2025, LaCandice Ochoa joined DOR’s Independent Living and Community Access Division (ILCAD) as Deputy Director.
· The AT Program contract was officially awarded to California Foundation for Independent Living Centers (CFILC), set to begin October 1, 2025.
Agenda Item 6: Voice Options Program Report
VOP Manager Sheeyee Ntuj provided an overview of the Voice Options Program (VOP). This program is a collaboration with the California Public Utilities Commission’s Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program and provides demonstrations and short-term loans of six speech-generating applications on iPads to Californians who cannot speak or who have difficulty speaking. The program had served 1,353 consumers in the last state fiscal year, exceeding the goal of 1,260 consumers. 
Zachary, a 14-year-old boy, demonstrated using his Voice Options device and speech application. His mother, Amy, supported him during the demonstration and explained how this technology allows Zachary to use pictures and symbols to express himself, while Zachary communicated to the committee using the app to demonstrate. The Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) has allowed Zachary the opportunity to demonstrate how intelligent and capable he is, which has greatly improved his family’s ability to support Zachary and his needs.
Agenda Item 8: AT Program Updates
AT Analyst Wood provided updates for the AT Program, discussing the new contract to begin with CFILC on October 1, 2025, to expand the scope and efficacy of the AT program in California. Additionally, DOR aims to expand the role of the ATAC and increase in-person participation with the goal of involving the ATAC more involved with programmatic decisions. DOR’s Leadership is processing Charles Nguyen’s application, who would represent the State Council on Developmental Disabilities, and we are still seeking a replacement Workforce Development Board representative.
DOR is awaiting the State Plan for Assistive Technology (SPAT) module to open on the National Assistive Technology Act Data System (NATADS) in order to submit expenditures and updates, and will update the ATAC when possible.
Agenda Item 9: Ability Tools Report
CFILC Ability Tools Deputy Director Crowley was unable to attend the meeting; the primary staff for the new AT Program contract introduced themselves, their backgrounds, and their current roles in the AT Program. Michelle discussed her work with device reuse and outreach; Amora described their involvement in device loan demonstration centers; and Inae highlighted her work in AT advocate network management. The team highlighted their goals to improve access, expand services to underserved communities, and standardize processes for the new centers.
Agenda Item 10: Artificial Intelligence and Assistive Technology 
AT Analyst Wood began the conversation on artificial intelligence (AI) and assistive technology (AT) with respect to enhancing opportunities for individuals with disabilities in employment and education. Wood shared a brief history of AI, then meeting participants explored how AI can aid people with disabilities through speech recognition, predictive text, and other technologies.
Participants shared personal experiences with AI tools like ChatGPT, optical character recognition, and voice recognition, highlighting both their benefits and limitations. ILATS Chief Harris demonstrated the "Be My Eyes" app, which uses AI to assist people with visual impairments. The group discussed the potential of AI in various sectors, including software development, music composition, and accessibility, and touched on the importance of verifying AI-generated content and the need for human oversight.
Agenda Item 11: Future Agenda Items
Chair Grable opened the floor for suggestions on topics to be covered during the next ATAC meeting. Noted 
Agenda Item 12: Public Comment
Chair Grable opened the floor for public comments. There was no public comment.
Agenda Item 13: Call for motion to adjourn
Chair Grable called for a motion to adjourn. Member Mensch motioned to adjourn, and Member Ellis seconded the motion.
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